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Gene Autry Honor Dinner Coming in November 
New Documentary on Gene Autry to be Screened “Ride with the Wind:  

Gene Autry, Rodeo, and Living the Western Life” 

Dublin Rodeo Heritage Museum’s annual Honor Dinner is set for Saturday, November 8th 

in the Dublin High School Cafeteria.  This year’s honoree is long-time Dublin favorite, 

Gene Autry.  A limited number of tickets are now available from the Dublin Rodeo  Muse-

um at 118 West Blackjack or call President Carolyn Harbin at (254) 445-0200 or (254) 434-

3675.  Admission to the event will include the free ticket and a donation at the door. 

The highlight of the evening will be the presentation of a new documentary film on Gene 

Autry by Dr. Vernon L. Williams.  The film, Ride with the Wind:  Gene Autry, Rodeo, and 

Living the Western Life, was produced to benefit the Dublin Rodeo Heritage Museum..  Ride 

with the Wind traces Autry’s life from his birth in 1907 through his extraordinary career in 

film and business.   

There will be a few surprises during the evening, a presentation of the Rodeo Honor Award 

for Autry, and an auction of rodeo history items and other donated pieces that will sure to 

bring great excitement.  Get your ticket today and save the date.  See you there! 
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Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers are needed to help in the 

Dublin Rodeo Heritage Museum on 

Wednesday through Saturday.   

Pick a day to serve our community.  

Museum  volunteers can help in 

many different ways:  work in the 

historical collection,  help with new 

exhibits, can be trained to give mu-

seum tours, and help with adminis-

trative and clerical tasks in the Mu-

seum office.  Volunteers High 

School age through 100 years old 

are needed!   

 

Contact President Carolyn Harbin 

to volunteer a few hours per week.  

Call (254) 445-0200 or (254) 434-

Donate Rodeo History 

If you have rodeo memorabilia, 

photographs, news clippings, pro-

grams, or anything associated with 

the Dublin Rodeo or the World 

Championship Rodeo, please con-

sider donating the material to the 

Dublin Rodeo Heritage Museum.  

Please call President Carolyn Har-

bin for details at (254) 445-0200 or 

(254) 434-4675. 

Dublin Rodeo Heritage Museum 
Preserving Rodeo History 

Gene Autry arrives for the 1954 
Dublin Rodeo.  L to R: Everett 
Colborn, Gene Autry, Carolyn 
Colborn, Arch Evans, and 
“High Sheriff” Roy Garrison. 



2014 Began with Refurbishing Exhibits 
Dr. Vernon Williams, ACU students, and Dublin volunteers mounted 

an overhaul of the exhibits and made plans for much more in 2014 

We had three weeks to completely refur-

bish the Dublin Rodeo Heritage Museum.  

It was almost like a reality television show.  

Our deadline was February 15th, the date of 

the new Dublin film premiere (see story on 

page 3), just three weeks away when visi-

tors would arrive at the museum.  The new 

exhibition footprint had to be complete by 

then.   

The action plan moved quickly into opera-

tion in the History Department at Abilene 

Christian University as Dr. Vernon Wil-

liams organized student interns who began 

the production of new replacement exhibits. 

“I decided to divide our task into three 

weekly installments.  We began at the front 

galleries, and student interns began search-

ing the digital archives, through hundreds 

of CDs, looking for the replacement picture 

files.  Next came creating a new digital file, 

sized to the old exhibit photograph, sharp-

ened and adjusted in Photoshop.  The fin-

ished digital image was sent to the printer 

where a new photographic print was made.  

Interns then mounted the photograph on 

black foam core board and trimmed to fin-

ish.  We worked through the week, Monday 

to Friday.   

On Saturday we traveled  to Dublin where 

we took down the old exhibits in the appro-

priate galleries and installed the next exhib-

it images.  Everyone pitched in.  Using the 

Museum office, we made text labels for 

each, new and larger than the originals.  At 

the end of the day, we traveled back to Abi-

lene and on Monday, started over again 

with the second and third groups of exhib-

its.  At the end of three weeks, the entire 

exhibit presentation was new, pristine and 

sparkling for our museum visitors who 

walked into the door on February 15th.   

It was an amazing feat that these ACU stu-

dent interns were able to accomplish in so 

short a time.  Their talent and their commit-

ment  to serving others brought them a bet-

ter understanding of western history and 

how serving others can be so rewarding. 



Premiere of New Film on Dublin Rodeo 
From Dublin to Madison Square Garden makes it debut 

February 15th, 2014 marked the premiere of 

a new documentary film on Dublin and rodeo 

that began when Everett Colborn came to 

town in 1937 and lasted until he sold out in 

1959.  For twenty years, the center of the 

rodeo universe centered on Dublin and the 

Lightning C Ranch nearby.    

Film director and historian Dr. Vernon Wil-

liams was on hand  with a capacity crowd to 

introduce the film and explain why the story 

was so important to Dublin and to our nation 

at large.  “As I was thinking about the history 

of this place called Dublin, I thought about 

the people who had a driving force to accom-

plish something besides just making money, 

they wanted to build a community.  And 

build one they did.” 

From Dublin to Madison Square Garden 

traces the story of the Dublin World Champi-

onship Rodeo from the early boyhood days 

of Everett Colborn’s upbringing in Idaho to 

the heady days of Dublin’s Lightning C 

Ranch, the Dublin Rodeo, and the Rodeo 

Train to Madison Square Garden and on to 

Boston Garden in the northeast.   From 

1937 to Colborn’s retirement in 1959, the 

heart of America’s rodeo country was Dub-

lin, Texas.   

This documentary provides an exciting look 

at the human story of rodeo and living the 

western life in America during the first half 

of the twentieth century. 

Profits from the sale of the documentary  

benefits the Dublin Rodeo Heritage Muse-

um and assists Museum staff in renovating 

the Harry Tompkins Gallery (now under-

way), the development of new exhibits and 

the care of the archives. 

Order your copy of the DVD documentary, 

From Dublin to Madison Square Garden, 

$29.95 postpaid, P.O. Box 321, Dublin, TX 

76446. 

2015 Museum Plans 

Will Continue the 

Dream 

Plans for 2015 will continue the 

work to preserve the history of the 

World Championship Rodeo that 

began operations here at Dublin on 

the Lightning C Ranch in 1937.  

For over twenty years, Everett Col-

born and a host of dedicated rodeo 

professionals took the rodeo to 

Madison Square Garden, Boston 

Garden, and to many other venues 

across our nation.  Those were 

heady days for Dublin and the Dub-

lin Pre-Madison Square Garden 

Rodeo that kicked off the rodeo 

season each year.  Soon after the 

dust settled in the Colborn Bowl, 

Colborn and his staff supervised the 

loading of the “Rodeo Train,” 

bound for the big lights at New 

York City and the fall schedule of 

rodeos across the Northeastern 

United States.   

Order Your DVD Copy 

Today 

Order your copy of the DVD docu-

mentary, From Dublin to Madison 

Square Garden, $29.95 postpaid, 

P.O. Box 321, Dublin, TX 76446. 



Dublin Rodeo Heritage Museum 

P.O. Box 321 

118 West Blackjack 

Dublin, Texas 76446 

 

254.445.0200 Phone 

254.434.3675 Cell 

www.rodeoheritagemuseum.org 

Membership 
Membership in the Dublin Rodeo 

Heritage Museum makes possible the 

preservation of important rodeo historical 

materials. Rich with rodeo heritage, Dub-

lin became a focal point for American 

rodeo operations.   With your active sup-

port and participation in museum activi-

ties, you bring the Dublin Rodeo story to 

new generations of Americans.  Oral 

history, the World Wide Web, museum 

exhibits, the Rodeo Archives--all contin-

ue to make history come alive because of 

your commitment to Dublin’s Rodeo 

Heritage Museum.  Help us take the Dub-

lin Rodeo's story to the rest of the world!  

The New Handicap Ramp 

Rodeo Heritage Day - The New Ramp - Memorial Walk - Branding Iron 

2014 was a mighty busy year  

Andy Brown Donates Chaps 

Dublin Film Premiere 

Branding Iron Ceremony 

Memorial Walk 

Tompkins Gallery 

Film Premiere - Exhibits 

M

Annual Membership Categories 

Pioneer Member    $5,000 

Champion Member   $1,000 

Trail Boss Member   $   500 

Foreman Member   $   100 

Wrangler Member   $     50 

Cowpoke Member   $     25 

Business Member   $   100 

 

Join Today! 


